
Hero Synthesis Project and Essay 
English II Pre-AP Spring 2020 

Assignment: 
This year we have examined the traits and qualities of the following hero types: 

● Tragic heroes  (Oedipus and Antigone) 
● Epic heroes (Beowulf and Odysseus) 
● Romantic heroes (Sir Gawain) 
● Byronic heroes (Heathcliff, Rochester, Sydney Carton) 

 

Your task is to argue which character type you find the most compelling or intriguing (note: compelling doesn’t 
necessarily mean admirable) and support your assertion through the examination of a real-life, modern day equivalent of 
your chosen hero model. To fully develop your claim, you will rely on a literary model of your chosen hero type as well as 
research about your selected modern day example. Your modern day example must be a man or woman who was alive 
anytime from the 1950s to the present day. 
 

Your assignment will be broken down into the following two parts: 
 

The Group Portion (30% of a Summative): 
You must work in either a partnership or a group of 3. There will be no individual projects and no groups larger than 3. 
Your group must be comprised of people in your class period as there will be a presentation portion of this assignment. 
 
Requirements: 
The Presentation:  

● Create a multimedia presentation that is visually appealing, has a cohesive design, and is appropriate for an 
academic audience  

● Convey your argument to the class by selecting key information from your literature and from your research to 
put on the slide (Your slideshow should only be a framework for the larger talking portions of your presentation). 

● Put your name on the bottom of the slides that you create  
● Present your designated portion of the project.  
● Remember good rules of delivery: You are presenting to an audience of human beings; therefore, have good eye 

contact, project your voice, show interest in your topic, face your audience, etc.  
● Be prepared for your presentation: know what you are going to say--you may use note cards to assist you in your 

presentation  
● Every group member must have equal participation in the presentation. 
● Cite all information and images used in your presentation.  

 
Basic Slideshow Outline:  

● Title Slide: title and group members’ names 
○ For your title, think of something engaging that captures the essence of your argument (why is this hero 

type the most compelling?) 
● Slide(s) with a hero quality or trait 
● Slide(s) with literary evidence and modern day evidence 
● Continue pattern as necessary to fully support your argument  
● Remember, with all of these hero types, they were meant to embody key cultural values. Addressing the 

cultural values found in your modern day example will be an important part of your argument. 
● Slide with Works Cited: all sources consulted by all members  

○ Please deviate from standard MLA by labeling which slide the source was used on at the end of each 
citation. 

* Divide up the slides evenly so that every group member has equal responsibility. Please maintain a cohesive design  
   even though you will be completing slides individually. 



The Individual Portion (70% of a summative): 
● Each member of the team will write a 500 - 600 word essay that supports a specific perspective about your 

chosen hero type. This means that even though your group members are writing about the same person, your 
essays should each take a different focus. 

○ Organization should include a brief introduction with a thesis. 
○ One to two body paragraphs supporting your argument  

● Each essay must have at least three directly quoted sources to support your argument.  
○ One of those sources must be a quote from the piece of literature with your chosen hero type 
○ The other two sources should focus on the qualities and virtues embodied in your modern day example 

■ These two sources should come from credible electronic or print sources. If you are unsure of a 
source’s credibility, consult your teacher. 

● Essay should follow standard MLA rules: double spaced, size 12, Times New Roman font, correct citation 
formatting 

● Please include in-text citations and a Works Cited.  
● Ultimately your essay should seek to 

○ Argue why you find this overarching hero type to be the most intriguing or compelling 
○ Identity one to two key definitive points of your hero type 
○ Compare or contrast those key points within your fictional and real-life models 
○ Address the cultural values that become illuminated with your real-life model 

 
Here is an example of how you and your chosen group might differentiate your essays. 
 
Chosen hero type: Epic Hero 
 
Modern day example: General George Patton  
(NOTE: I have chosen an example outside of your required timeline so that I don’t steal anyone’s ideas) 
 
Reason we chose epic heroes: Epic heroes offer an idealized vision of our culture. They reinvigorate important values 
that we may have lost sight of. 
 
Group Member #1’s Paper: This student plans to address how Patton embodies the epic hero trait of being clever and 
wise. It will parallel Patton’s successful battle strategies in World War II with Beowulf’s battles. As an epic hero, Patton 
reinforces that even if the leadership is at times controversial, American’s value strong, bold leaders. 
 
Group Member #2’s Paper: This student plans to address how Patton, much like an epic hero, travels great lengths to 
achieve something of value in his society. It will parallel Patton’s involvement in World War II to protect America with 
Beowulf’s journey to Geatland to defeat the forces that threaten their way of life. As an epic hero, Patton reinforces that 
American’s value their liberty and will go to great lengths to stop those who threaten those freedoms. 
 
Important Dates: 
February 21 - Project work day 
February 24 - Project work day 
March 3 - Project and essay due 

● Individual essays must be submitted to Turnitin.com by 7:25am 
● Group presentations must be submitted to Google Classroom by 7:25am 

March 3-5 - Presentations 
 
 
 
 


